Multi-platform operations will also serve the science community for the post-2013 program (Fig. 1) . Chikyu, the Japanese-operated riser type platform, will provide access to the deep ocean crust, Earth's mantle, seismogenic zones and hydrocarbon-prone regions. The US-supplied non-riser type vessel JOIDES Resolution, will continue to demonstrate its capabilities with the goal of operating with a full annual schedule. It will address a multitude of science objectives, in particular on climate history and the deep subseafloor biosphere. Finally, the mission-specific platforms provided by the European Consortium for Ocean Research Drilling (ECORD), will be deployed in challenging environments such as in shallow waters and ice-covered waters of the Arctic.
Subseafloor observatories developed within the ocean drilling community are another key feature of the new science plan. They will collect data at multiple depths along a borehole. These data can be combined with seabed and water-column studies. International collaboration has made it possible to link subseafloor observatories through cabled networks for real-time monitoring off the coasts of Japan, North America and Europe. China is currently developing plans for similar networks.
The new IODP program will continue to offer open access to all data and samples collected during expeditions after a scientific moratorium. Legacy cores collected since the start of the DSDP in 1968 through present are kept in three core repositories and are available for sampling by scientists and for educational purposes. The existing administrative structure of IODP will be maintained. In particular, the international IODP Science Advisory Structure will continue to guide proposal evaluation, scientific technology review, site characterization examination and safety assessment. The journal "Scientific Drilling", published jointly with ICDP, will continue without interruption.
The main features of the new IODP preserve the international, science-driven and multidisciplinary foundations of the program while providing new and exciting opportunities for oceanographic, microbiological and deep Earth discoveries. The results emerging from new IODP will provide benefits to society by advancing our understanding of geohazards, evolution of life and global climate change.
